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In Spain the family doctor (previously “medico 
de cabecera”) is the professional providing 
primary care in a health center.
For any disease, the patient must go the family 
doctor, who will assist and connect to a 
specialist if he/she considers that necessary.

To go to the family doctor, it is necessary to 
arrange an appointment and present the 
personal health card.

In Spain, Social Security has 
partial coverage of dental 
services especially oriented to 
children dentistry and the 
treatment of dental emergencies.
In the social security system, the 

coverage of dentistry is considered within the 
primary care services, therefore the objective is 
to provide basic care.

The dentistry covered by the social security 
system are minimal, although all users have the 
right to use it and are totally free , as ensures 
the Spanish health system . These coverage 
applies for the treatment of dental emergencies, 
but treatments aimed at the conservation of 
teeth, such as �llings or root canals, corrective 
treatments as implants or orthodontics, are not 
available.

In Spain, most seniors care 
services are covered by the 
public system.
In addition to care in health 
centers and hospitals, 
depending on the users 
needs, there are domiciliary 
services that may include 
various services such as 
food, personal care, etc.
Imserso (Institute for Seniors 
and Social Services) is the 
public body for managing 
bene�ts of complementary 
social services of Social 
Security System for older 
people and people at situa-
tion of dependency.
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Medication dispensed in hospitals are free of 
charge to the patient. In other cases, the 
economic contribution of the bene�ciaries is 
set according to three criteria: income, age and 
extent of disease. Prescriptions issued by 
doctors are presented by patients in the 
pharmacies to collect the medicines. 

Outside hospitals, medicines can only be 
purchased in pharmacies that must be run by a 
licensed pharmacist. There are also drugstores 
called “parafarmacias”, where you can buy 
medicinal products other than medication.

The National Health System is organized in two 
environments or levels of care: Primary care 
(health centers and local of�ces) and 
Specialized care (specialty centers and 
hospitals). 

In 2012 the Spanish National Health System 
had 3,006 health centers and 10,116 local 
clinics, 790 hospitals (1.8 per 100,000 
habitants) with a 162,538 beds installed (352.5 
per 100,000 habitants).
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112 is the most immediate possible 
assistance to citizens demand around the 
country in a situation of individual or 
collective risk. 
Citizens can use for free the 112 number to 
call, in case of emergency need, to require 
the assistance of public services in health 
emergency.
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El Sistema Nacional de Salud 
español se caracteriza por una 
cobertura universal en la 
asistencia al embarazo, parto y 
puerperio. Incluidas aquellas 
personas no aseguradas dentro 
del sistema público sanitario 
(por ejemplo extranjeros no 
registrados ni autorizados como 
residentes en España). El 
sistema público cubre todos los 
profesionales médicos y de 
enfermería implicados: ginecolo-
gía, obstetricia, matronas, etc.
La asistencia sanitaria a los 
niños se desarrolla a través de 
los pediatras, incluida dentro de 
la asistencia primaria en los 
centros de salud. Recientemen-
te se ha ampliado a los 18 años 
la atención pediátrica. Así, se 
estipula que los pacientes 
menores podrán permanecer en 
las unidades pediátricas hasta 
los 18 años.

In Spain there is no common 
vaccination schedule state-
wide. The Inter-Territorial 
Council of the Public Health 
National System publishes a 
common recommended 
childhood vaccination sched-

ule, but each region sets its own. All vaccination 
schedules can be accessed through the Ministry 
of Health, Social Services and Equality 
(www.msssi.gob.es). The vaccination costs are 
covered in the public health system.
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Access to public health 
services is done through the 
individual health card issued 
by each Health Service. This 
is the document that identi-
�es each citizen as user of 
the National Health System. 

In Spain are holders of the rights to health 
protection and health care with public funds: 
employed persons or self-employed, pensioner 
of the social security system, recipients of any 
other periodic bene�t (including the unemploy-
ment bene�ts) or being included registered as 
a jobseeker. 

If none of the above assumptions is met, those 
proving not to exceed the income limit 
determined by regulation may hold the insured 
status.
Unregistered foreigners residents in Spain may 
receive the following health care under the 
same conditions as Spanish citizens: urgent 
serious illness or accident until recovery, care 
during pregnancy, childbirth and postpartum, 
and children under eighteen.
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